
Building Portable Dividers for your Healing Justice Practice Space: A How-To Guide 
 

If you’re reading this guide, you’re probably working on setting up a Healing Justice Practice Space 

(HJPS). That’s fabulous! 

 

Over the years of the HJPS at the Allied Media Conference (AMC), we tried various creative solutions to create small 

booths for healing. Using moveable bulletin boards and hanging cloths between easels didn’t really create the privacy that 

folks needed. We also tried buckets full of gravel with bamboo posts on either end, and sheets suspended between the 

bamboo. Great, cost-effective idea, but in practice, the gravel buckets and bamboo weren’t sturdy enough to support the 

sheets over a minimum distance of eight feet. 

 

So, we invested a little money in creating a solution that while imperfect, is portable, sturdy, and durable. 

Check out the HJPS How-To Guide at justhealing.wordpress.com for more ideas about how to raise money to 

cover costs of setting up the space. 

 

I am hyperlinking in this document to materials available at Home Depot, so that there’s a good chance that the links will 

remain active. That said, I encourage you to reuse materials when possible, and to support your local, 

independent hardware store in making these purchases. 
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alliedmedia.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHLXeVBXcbeX_DyaLQ4tU7-n475ng


A few notes before we dig in: 

★ The following are materials for ONE divider. If you want to make a space with 6 booths, and can use two corner 

spaces, you will need 6 dividers, like shown at right. 

This assumes that the booths will share their dividers 

with their neighbors. 

★ These directions call for black pipe, rather than the 

cheaper PVC pipe. This is because PVC off-gases and 

may be toxic to people with chemical sensitivities. It’s 

a bit higher cost, but using black pipe greatly 

increases access to the space.  

★ The bases are large – basically, the wider the base, 

the sturdier the post is, and the less likely the dividers 

are to tip over. 

★ Throughout, I use “ to mean inches, and ‘ to mean feet. I also include measurements by yards for the fabric, 

since that is the unit of measurement frequently used in fabric stores.  

★ The great thing about these dividers is that they can be disassembled and stored in a way that takes up 

minimal space, especially if you stack the plywood on its sides in big plastic bins. 

 

For the bases: 

★ (2) pieces of 3/4” thick plywood, 2’ x 2’ square (or 2’ round)  

★ (2) threaded floor flanges for black pipe, ½” diameter opening 
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fp%2FProject-Panels-Sanded-Plywood-Common-23-32-in-x-2-ft-x-2-ft-Actual-0-703-in-x-23-75-in-x-23-75-in-1502014%2F202089017%3FMERCH%3DREC-_-NavPLPHorizontal1_rr-_-NA-_-202089017-_-N&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmLkaP602oAa8m_Zyi1xV6iFlmMQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fp%2FLDR-Industries-1-2-in-Black-Iron-Floor-Flange-310-F-12%2F100357978%3FN%3D5yc1vZbqn5&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFPuKJCzZaJ1QzqQONE8D4fa_JAbg


★ (8) screws to fit flange (ask in store) 

★ colorful duct tape (or paint) 

★ screw gun or drill with screwdriver bits (recommended, but technically optional) 

For the posts: 

★ (2) 7’ lengths of threaded black pipe, ½” diameter 

★ (2) stainless steel clamps, to fit ½” pipe 

For the fabric divider: 

★ (1) 10 ½’ length of braided rope, ¼” thick 

★ (1) 9’ length of 72” pretty, opaque cloth 

★ (1) 4’ length of ½” cotton twill tape (or other sturdy strip of cloth) 

★ sewing machine (optional) 

★ thread (optional) 

 

Let’s start with the bases. Take your plywood base and lay it flat on a 

sturdy floor. Grab (4) screws and your screw gun, drill, or strongest 

friend with a screwdriver. Mark the center of the plywood (this will be 1’ 

from its side), and place the flange over the center. Place the screws 

through the opening in the flange and screw them firmly into 

the plywood (this will be difficult without a drill or screwgun). Repeat 

for each base. 
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fp%2FUnbranded-1-2-in-x-120-in-Black-Steel-10-ft-Schedule-40-Pipe-314-12X120%2F100553686%3FN%3D5yc1vZbqn5&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEZD8GGeoYYWm_edpmDctWyXQZV5Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fp%2FEverbilt-1-4-5-8-in-Stainless-Steel-Clamp-10-Pack-626025E%2F202262869&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEGzKx9nVq1a3wIrYElTcL-vDeTyg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fp%2FUnbranded-1-4-in-x-100-ft-White-Braided-Nylon-and-Polypropylene-Rope-14066%2F202048175&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHZY3IEo5AHvBKdV_GK38ALFJzR8g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twilltape.com%2Fservlet%2Fthe-1%2Ftwill-tape%2FDetail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVYcGuKGqcZGfxbUKlPD5YBcS_BQ


Now, use colorful duct tape or paint to make sure the sides of the base stand out (or make the whole thing 

beautiful!) – you just want to make sure that folks are aware of the base’s location to prevent them from bumping into it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next, the posts. First, wipe down the black pipes’ ends, which may be greasy 

from being cut and threaded. Then, simply screw them into the bases! 

 

To make the cloth dividers, you will first want to locate cloth, and a lot of it. It’s a good idea to use something like 

a cotton twill – it is truly opaque and sturdy and will hang well without swaying. See if you can get something in a 

colorful, soothing fabric that isn’t too busy. A 72” bolt is on the larger end of what is available, so if you don’t have access 

to an affordable big fabric store in your town, you may want to look into making an online purchase. 
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If you or someone you know has a sewing machine, you’ll want to use that to create the header – basically, the big 

hem at the top through which you’ll be threading the rope. I really wouldn’t recommend hand sewing this – too 

time-consuming and not necessary. You can just use a sturdy fabric glue instead.  

 

Measure 1.5” from the top of your cloth.  

 

If you know your way around a sewing machine, you can make 

an enclosed hem, but for these purposes, just fold down the 

top along the 1.5” mark, and run a simple seam ½” 

from the very top of the cloth to create the header 

enclosure. You can also use this as the place where you run a 

long bead of glue to create the seam, if you’re going that route. 

Great, you have your header! 

 

If you’re getting all fancy with things, feel free to run a small 

hem around the other sides, but that’s definitely optional, 

especially if you have a sturdy fabric that won’t fray. (If your 

fabric is fraying but you don’t have the energy to make a nice 

hem, just run a seam about ½” from the edge along the two 

sides and the bottom, or cover the edges in a thin layer of 

fabric glue.) 
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Next, you’ll be attaching the side ties. Cut 6” lengths of 

twill tape (or another sturdy cloth ribbon). Take two 6” 

lengths and place them at just under 3 feet (35 ¼”, if 

you’re neurotic like me) from the bottom on one side. Sew 

or glue them securely to the edge of the fabric, 

with about 1” of one tape overlapping the edge on 

either side. Repeat this step at 6” from the bottom on the 

same side, and then do the same thing on the other side. 

 

 

 

 

 

Next, take a 10.5’ piece of rope, make a knot in one end, and thread the knotted end through the header at 

the top the fabric until it comes out the other side. If you won’t be using them immediately, it’s a good idea to tie 

the two ends of the rope together outside of the cloth so the ends don’t get lost inside the header. Hooray! Your fabric 

dividers are ready to go! 
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Now all that’s left is to hang them up. Once you have two bases and posts assembled, spread them out about 9.5 

feet away from each other. Take a clamp 

and slide it onto the top of one of the posts, 

about 6” from the top. Then, thread one end 

of a rope that’s been threaded through the 

cloth divider through the clamp, with about 

6” of tail. Finally, tighten the clamp in 

position so that the rope and the clamp do 

not slide up or down the posts. Repeat the 

process on the alternate post, taking care to make 

sure that the divider is not twisted. You can tweak 

the clamps’ tightness and location, as well as the 

location of the posts, to suit the needs of your 

practice space. 
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And, look, you’re done! 

You did it! You’re 

fantastic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was written by Maryse Mitchell-Brody, a former member of the Rock Dove Collective, and past coordinator 

of the HJPS at the AMC. She also drew the janky illustrations (sorry!). You can get in touch with her at 

reach.maryse@gmail.com.  
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rockdovecollective.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGtl1eNYQDp_pUSXGr5g9SmtMU__g

